The method is precise and accurate, yields a standard curve that is linear up to 1000 jhmol/L, and requires only a simple dilution in 10 mL/L HNO3. No The assay was linear to at least 1000 p.mol/L, with an actual detection limit of 0.5 /.Lmol/L; thus for a fourfold dilution, as in the assay of silicon in serum, the detection limit (3 SD of analyses of a zero concentration of silicon) was 2.0 prnol/L.
Withinand between-batch imprecision was <7.0% throughout the analytical range ( Table 1) The mean values ± 1 SEM were 5.0 ± 0. 5 found 
